
 
 
 

Good morning, Saints!                                                                                                                        25 September 2020 
 
Great news!  This week, our Session made a decision to open St. Columba’s for public worship on the 11 th October 
2020!  
 
This will give us time to set the appropriate protocols in place. We will share more information as it becomes available. 
We have spoken through the plan. We want to open with a special day of celebration 
and praise! And break bread together in one another’s presence. Mark the date! 11 October 2020!  
 
I want to share an incredible story with you.  
 
The Bamboo tree is amazing! You plant a very hard seed. You water it and wait. You wait an entire year and nothing 
appears. No bud, no twig, nothing. 
 
“So you keep watering and protecting the area and taking care of the future plant. You wait another year. Still, nothing 
happens. 
 
“Another year passes, and still no sign of growth. It has been three years. Should you give up? Someone told you that 
it might take a while to really see the fruits of your efforts, so you keep on keeping on. 
“Another year passes. No plant. 
“You begin year number five with the same passion as day number one. You keep watering and keep waiting.  
 
Finally, after five years, the Bamboo starts growing-and in six weeks, it grows to over 80 feet tall! Yes, 80 feet in six 
weeks! Well, not really. It is 80 feet in five years. 
 
“The point is simple. If you had given up for even the shortest period of time, there would be no Bamboo. It took almost 
impossible persistence.  
 
The plant is there for a number of reasons: 
  
One reason is because you never gave up on it. Even though you could not “see anything happening” you knew that 
the root system was growing underground, growing for the day when it would be  
needed to support the massive growth spurt that was inevitable.  
Another reason is you knew there was a bamboo plant. You knew what you were dealing with even though you could 
not see it.  
Third, you trusted the plant.  
Fourth, not everything happens where we can see it with our eyes. The most important things happen inside. 
 
First, Spiritual growth can be like this. Sometimes we pray, we meditate, we go to church, we pray for others, we get 
involved in a serving ministry, and nothing happens.  
Then you keep going until one day you look back and realise how you really have grown even when you did not see 
anything happening”. “ 
 
Two, you know that spirituality cannot be rushed. It takes a lifetime to hone and round off and lament and practise. You 
know what you’re dealing with in spirituality, so you keep going.  
 
Third, you trust God. You trust the process. Spiritual formation practises are thousands of years old. They are tested 
and proven time and again. Trust God. Trust the process, and one day you  
suddenly find you have grown in faith beyond your imagination.  
 



Fourth, you know that what is happening underground, inside us, is God preparing us for fruitfulness. Our roots are 
intertwining and bedding down deeply.  
 
We have been in lockdown for over six months. No church gatherings. No live worship. No songs to sing together. For 
some of us, no contact. No physical touch. Only mental isolation.  
At St. Columba’s we have tried to keep watering your faith with online services, calls, devotions shared, and 
encouragement. We have prayed for you, each day, each one, watering your faith and trusting 
God. We have held the faith that one day we shall worship in person again.  
 
And here we are. Because. God. Is. Faithful. Amen.  
 
Yours in Christ-love, 
Craig 

 
 


